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Birmingham County FA


Funding Guide
A guide to help local football clubs and organisations in their search for funds

Football Development
Tel: 0121 357 4278 (Option 2)
Web: www.BirminghamFA.com
County Offices, Ray Hall Lane, Great Barr, Birmingham, B43 6JF
Introduction
This funding guide is intended as a starting point for football clubs and organizations seeking to obtain funding for football activities & projects.

Please note that potential sources of funding and the conditions of grant aid may change. For this reason this publication is set up to direct readers to various funding websites. Charter Standard Clubs seeking funding to develop specific projects are also able to obtain support from the Birmingham County FA Development Team. 

General Pointers
The most important source of funding for any football club is its membership, both in the form of regular fees and subscriptions and fundraising activities such as social events and raffles.

The revenue, which can be raised from these sources, is however often limited and can be restrictive to the clubs overall aims and growth. Due to this, external sources of funding have a key part to play in the development of many clubs.

Obtaining funding from sources external to any club is a complex and often frustrating process, however approached in the correct manner, wasted effort can be minimised and prospects of receiving support greatly enhanced. The points outlined below provide general hints, aimed at assisting you in strengthening your funding applications.

· Always read the entire application pack thoroughly before attempting to respond to any questions. It is essential that you are fully aware of what the objectives of the funder are in relation to the grant programme you are applying under.

· If possible find another club/organisation, which has successfully obtained funding from the funder and speak to them about their experience of the process and ask if in hindsight they would have done anything differently.

· Make a photocopy of any application form and fill this in as a draft until you are happy that you have framed your application in the best manner possible.

· Most funders have a clear idea of what they will and will not fund make sure that you are aware of this and that your application is appropriately structured.

· Make sure that your project is able to deliver the kind of results, which the funder is seeking, i.e. helping more females to become involved in football.

· Before completing the final application form, obtain another opinion, the Football Development Officers at the County FA will be happy to provide this service for Charter Standard clubs.

· Ensure that your application complies with the timetable for applications if one exists; late applications are unlikely to receive support.

Football Foundation
The Football Foundation is a unique partnership funded by The F.A. Premier League, The FA and the Government. The Foundation is the UK’s largest sports charity. 
The Football Foundation is playing a key role in revitalising grass roots sport, investing in parks, schools and playing fields and harnessing the power of the game within communities, to promote education and social inclusion. 
Programmes:
Barclays Community Sports Awards - http://www.barclayscommunitysportsaward.com/
Tel: 0800 027 7766 
Email: enquiries@footballfoundation.org.uk
Website: www.footballfoundation.org.uk
National Lottery Funding
The National Lottery makes a difference to us all by investing in people and places across the United Kingdom.

Outlined below are the different Lottery distributors that operate in England and across the UK.

The National Lottery works in partnership with 14 Lottery distributors to support good causes in the arts, heritage, health, education, environment, sport, community and charity sectors.

Tel: 0845 275 0000

Website: www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk
Awards for All
Awards for All provides small Lottery grants of £300 - £10,000 to support local community activity. Awards for All is a joint Lottery programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.

The national aims of the programme are to:

• Extend access and participation

• Increase skill and creativity

• Improve the quality of life

Tel: 0121 200 3511
Email: west.midlands@awardsforall.org.uk 
Website: www.awardsforall.org.uk
Big Lottery Fund
The Big Lottery Fund brings together the work of the Community Fund and the New Opportunities Fund and gives out half of all money raised by the National Lottery for good causes. They are the largest funder of the voluntary and community sectors, and will play a key role in tackling disadvantage and improving the quality of life in communities.

Tel: 0845 410 2030

Email: enquiries@biglotteryfund.org.uk
Website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 
Sport England
Sport England is the strategic lead agency for sport in England and invests both National Lottery and Government funding into sport. Sport England’s vision is to increase participation in sport and to make England the most active and successful sporting nation in the world.

Tel: 0845 850 8508

Email: info@sportengland.org

Website: http://www.sportengland.org/funding.aspx
Sportsmatch

This is a government initiative, which aims to improve the quality and quantity of business sponsorship. Every pound put up by a new business sponsor starting from a minimum of £1,000 has the potential to be matched on an equal basis. A Sportsmatch award will enable a business sponsor to enjoy all the commercial benefits of sponsorship whilst sharing the cost. 

Tel: 08458 508 508.
Website: http://www.sportengland.org/funding/sportsmatch.aspx
Sports Aid
Sport Aid grant aids elite sportspeople who are of international competition calibre in their sport.  Help is given for costs of training, travel and coaching incurred while preparing for competitions.  The Sports Aid Charitable Trust offers grants to young people to develop their talents and to sportspeople with a disability.  

Tel: 020 7387 9380 
Email: enquiries@sportsaid.org.uk  
Website:  http://www.sportssaid.org.uk
Cash 4 Clubs

Cash 4 Clubs offers all sports clubs in the UK the chance to win grants ranging from £250 to £1000. It is a simple scheme aimed at giving community clubs a helping hand and provide the opportunity to raise the money they need to invest in their club.

The Cash 4 Clubs scheme is funded by Betfair and is supported by SportsAid, the charity for sports people. Betfair and SportsAid have worked in partnership for a number of years and both organisations understand the importance of community sport in promoting an active lifestyle and stimulating local pride.
Email: cash4clubs@betfair.com
Website: http://www.cash-4-clubs.com/
Children in Need

Open to organisations working with disadvantaged children and young people who are 18 years old and under. Your organisation and project must be based in the UK and you need to be a registered charity or other not-for-profit organisation. 

Tel: 020 8576 7788 

Website: http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/grants/
Landfill Tax Credit

Many Landfill companies distribute tax credits or funds to community projects. Typically the project needs to be within a 10 mile radius of a landfill site. Below are 3 of the major landfill companies and links to their websites:

Biffa

http://www.biffaward.org/about/coverview
SITA
http://www.sita.co.uk/
Wren

http://www.wren.org.uk/
Corporate Giving
Similar in nature to sponsorship corporate giving is a method by which a number of major companies are able to support community projects. Unlike sponsorship there is often little that could be seen as a benefit to the funder other than the knowledge that they are supporting a worthwhile community project & that this will benefit their image on a local level. Many large companies will consider supporting small-scale sports projects, to find these you must contact local companies direct. An example is Dulux supporting projects by providing free paint to decorate facilities. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
REMEMBER…

There are often many small community grants available and this is all dependant on the location of your club and project. The first point of contact for these should always your Local Authority funding officer/department. 
USEFUL SITES…

The below websites may also provide useful search directories but will also offer helpful hints and techniques in either fundraising or apply for grants:

GRANTnet – you must register as a user to use this free service. 

http://www.grantnet.com/
Funding Central website

http://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/Default.aspx
J4B Community funding Search directory
http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/Default.aspx
The Fundraising Directory

http://www.thefundraisingdirectory.co.uk/
Streetgames 
http://www.streetgames.org.uk
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