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The FA Girls Centres of Excellence 

County Consultation 2009-10

Dear Club Representative
We would like to gage your opinions on the Girls Centre of Excellence programme and how in the future it can be improved to work more closely with grassroots clubs. 
The establishment of 52 Centre’s throughout England is an integral part of The FA’s female player development pathway and is the pinnacle from which our Youth International players are selected. 

The Centre’s objectives are to recommend players for national U15 and U17 selection if deemed at the appropriate standard, to establish squads for Under 10, Under 12, Under 14 and Under 16 age groups. They also aim to establish a challenging and structured technical programme, incorporating the principles of LTPD, to be followed by all coaching staff and look to provide a suitable fixture programme for all age groups. 

If you have any questions regarding this consultation, please do not hesitate to contact me on the details on Page 2. 
Kind regards
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Senior Football Development Officer
Birmingham County FA
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Purpose 
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Aston Villa, Birmingham City, Coventry City and Wolverhampton 

Wanderers Girls Centres of Excellence are currently working in 
partnership with the three girl’s leagues within the Birmingham County FA 
(The Central Warwickshire Girls Football League, the Stourbridge and District 
Youth Girl’s League and the Burton Junior League) and the Birmingham County FA to review how all eight parties can work together to ensure girls are given the opportunity to play at all levels of the female player pathway. 
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The first stage of the review is a consultation exercise aimed at the three Girls League’s club members. 

We would like to provide coaches, managers, secretaries, chair persons and committee members with the opportunity to express their opinions about the Girls Centre of Excellence (COE) Programme in the County. 

This document contains 5 short questions that we feel will help us understand:

· Your perceptions of the COE programme 

· Your understanding of the COE’s purpose

· Your thoughts on how the COE’s support grassroots football

· Your willingness to support girls released from COE’s

Your time in completing the questions will go a long way to improving everyone’s experiences of girls football in and around the County. 

If you wish to participate, please fill out pages 3 to 6, and return this document to 
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Polly Fildes

Senior Football Development Officer

Birmingham County FA

0121 357 4278 (option 2)

polly.fildes@birminghamfa.com 
Personal Details 
You are under no obligation to provide your personal details, however information regarding your club and the role you occupy would be much appreciated. 

Name: 

Address: 


Club: 


Current Role: 


Highest Level of Qualification Held (FA and/or Academic):


Have you taken any of the FA’s Age appropriate courses?
Yes 



No

If so which courses? (e.g. FA Youth Award: Module 1) 

Consultation 

Please answer as honestly as possible.
1. Which of the following best describes your experiences of the Centre of Excellence programme in the County? (Please Circle/Highlight)
Positive 

Indifferent 

Negative 

No Experience 

Why is this?
(Please use the below space to justify your answer)

2. At this present time, would you nominate your clubs most talented players for a Centre of Excellence? 

Yes 



No

Why is this?


3. Do you think the Centres of Excellence offer sufficient support to clubs in your girl’s league? 

Yes 



No

What (if anything) could be done to improve this support? 


4. To what extent are you aware of the female player pathway and the purpose of Centre of Excellence Programme? 

Very aware 


Fairly Aware


Not Aware 

What do you understand to be the main function of the Centre of Excellence Programme? 


5. Would your club be interested in being a link between the U16 age group at Centre’s of Excellence and Open Age Football?

Yes 



No
If Yes, Please expand

Additional Comments 
Please use the below space to include any additional comments. 




The FA Girls Centres of Excellence 

County Consultation 2009-10 

Consultation Process 
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Polly Fildes


Birmingham FA


Ray Hall Lane


Great Barr


Birmingham
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Collate Data 


Complete 10/01/10





Consultation


Published 30/10/09 (2/11/09 for CWGFL)


Closing date 30/11/09 





Present consultation results and possible solutions to girls clubs. 


Presentation and publish online


Complete Feb/Mar 2010





Present results to Girls League committees


And formulate possible solutions to issues raised


Complete by Feb 2010





Finalise any solutions/mechanisms with Girls League committees and COE’s


Complete Mar 2010








Action Solutions/Mechanisms 


2010/11 Season. 








Evaluate solutions/mechanisms


Feedback Consultation


Complete 1/8/11








Continued monitoring throughout 2010/11 season





Please read the following statements and tick all applicable boxes…


I am familiar with the women’s football pyramid


I have sent player(s) for trials at a Centre of Excellence


I was notified of when trials were being held at the Centres


I was aware that players at a Centre receive nutritional and dietary guidance


I was aware that players at a Centre receive sport science guidance


I was aware that players at a Centre receive player assessments, a personal development plan, fitness testing and feedback on a regular basis


I am aware that each age group is overseen by 2 qualified coaches (level 2+)


I have had a Centre Director/Coach attend my club to take/support a coaching session


I have had a player sign for my club who was released from a Centre of Excellence


I know who my nearest Centre of Excellence is


I have spoken to/ had contact with Centre scouts at league fixtures


I find it helpful to my players that scouts attend league fixtures on a regular basis


I am aware that Centres are available to support my clubs coaches and provide coaching feedback


I am aware that players released from a Centre are tracked by the Centre and viewed in a competitive environment


I have produced a press release noting player success from my club to a Centre of Excellence


I am aware that Centre players attend regional and national camps


I am aware that Centre Directors and staff receive in-service training from The FA


I am aware that Football Development Officers are in regular contact with Centres and oversee development plans at the centre


I am aware that centres employ a full-time physio to oversee player’s fitness, rehabilitation and well being


�  I am aware that England scouts are only viewing players at Centres of Excellence during fixtures and regional/national camps
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