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Hello and welcome to the new football season. This season nationally, The County FA Welfare Officers’, managed by The FA Child Protection Manager, Rachel Tarr, are running a number of mini projects in different areas of the country surrounding the availability, accessibility and usefulness of information, guidance, and advice for the subject of Best Practice and Safeguarding Children. This is to ensure that The FA has the most up to date information, guidance and advice in the most accessible format for both adults and children in football.

As such we would like to ask you, as Club and League Welfare Officers for your support and assistance as well as providing you with the opportunity to shape the future of FA information and guidance ensuring that the needs of the grassroots football community are consistently met. 

The County Football Associations of Lancashire, West Riding, Manchester, Birmingham, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire will be leading a project to determine the views of children and specifically to find out their views on information available on the subject of anti-bullying. We want to know things like how easily accessible information about bullying is to children; in what format do children prefer to find information; e.g. the internet, leaflets, posters, school, club house etc; what information is useful; which information is not useful; what styles of presentation are preferable; e.g. bullet points, pictures, etc. 
We hope to find out the views of children with regard to the above from a variety of age groups, gender, ethnicity and socio-economic background.
We would be delighted if you as Club/League Welfare Officer would help with this project so that the policies, procedures and guidance from The FA are truly informed by the people and for the people. 

If you would like to help, one method you could use would be to set up a youth forum in your club/league which is run by children and for children (with adult supervision). This forum could meet regularly to discuss how the children wish the club and League they play in to be shaped. It could be used to find out their opinions on any number of things such as availability, accessibility and usefulness of information, parent touchline behaviour, competitive games and what is most important in football. 
If a long term forum is too ambitious at this stage with the season kicking off and lots to do we would be very grateful if as a minimum you could ask the children in your Club/League to have a think about how they would find out about anti-bullying information and what sort of information would be useful. You could provide them with the following form, which is also available at www.birminghamfa.com/governance/welfare/downloads which could then be forwarded to us either by post or email. 
If you would like any further information of gaining children’s views, setting up a youth forum or the anti-bullying project please do not hesitate to get in touch. We look forward to receiving the responses to the questionnaire from your Club/League and Thank you in advance for your input. 
We would be very grateful if you would return these questionnaires to us before 31st October.   
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Respect





Questionnaire:  Anti-bullying information
My Football Club is: ________________________ 
I play in ​​​​______________________ League

The Welfare Officer at my club is: _______________________________

I am a boy
             I am a girl             (Please tick ( the right box)
I am _______Years Old.

Please tick ( the boxes that are true and cross ( the boxes that are not true: 
· I have access to the internet at school 
· I have access to the internet at home

· I go to the local library and can use the internet there
· I don’t use the internet at all
If I wanted to find out about information about bullying I would go to: ……………………………………...................
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Because: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
If I wanted to find out information about bullying I would not go to: …………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Because: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
See if you can find some information about bullying either at school, your football club, another club, the internet, the library, a magazine or somewhere else.

Where did you find the information? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
What information did you find? (Give the titles, organisations or websites):………………………………………........

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..        
Out of the information I found the following was the most useful: ………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Because: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
The following information was not useful: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Because: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please tick ( some of the things you liked and cross ( the things you didn’t like:

Pictures         


Stories        


 Feelings        


Text         


Web links         

 Comic strips          
Quotes 



phone numbers                     Agony Aunt Letters
Other things I really liked were: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………..
Because: …..........................................................................................................................................................................

If you would like to have a go at designing an information leaflet or poster about bullying please do this on a piece of A4 paper, you could take ideas from the websites, leaflets, posters, and other things you’ve looked at to do this questionnaire. Please hand the questionnaire and posters to your Club Welfare Officer who might decide to put some of your posters up at your club. 

Remember, if you’ve got any concerns about bullying or the way you are being treated by other children or adults please tell someone who will then be able to help stop it.        
