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           DISCIPLINARY REPORT  

 
            2008-2009 

 
 

               
                                                                                   �
                                                    Mike Fellows 
                                          Discipline Manager 
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FIGURES RELATING TO TOTAL MISCONDUCT REPORTED. 
 

       2006-2007       2007-2008  2008-2009 
      

(Sending off and Akin Offences)                                             
Misconduct Charges      857                        1005     1110     
(Increase of 105)       
 
Standard Charges               2762                        3065     2877 
(decrease of 188) 
 
Cautions               19,062                          18572    18580 
(inrease of 8) 
 
ASSAULTS ON MATCH OFFICIALS 
 
The recorded number of reported alleged Assaults on Match officials’ was:  
15 compared to 19 for season 2007-2008 this being a decrease of 4  
Of these 15 cases, found proven 12, not proven 1, Pending 2, Reduced to Improper Behaviour towards a Match 
Official. 0 

 
2004-2005  2005-2006         2006-2007    2007-2008 2008-2009 

 
Category ‘A’  11 aside   18                      9           14  7  9 
Category ‘A’ 5/6 aside          1 
Category ‘A’ by spectator on youth referee(club charge)      1 
Classed as Common Assault -Punishment -182 days suspension plus a £150 fine 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Category ‘A’(Spitting)          0                      0             0   3  1 
 
Classed as Common Assault Punishment -1 year suspension plus a £150 fine 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Category ‘B’             6          2             1   4  1 
Classed as Assault causing or attempting to cause bodily harm 
Punishment- Sine Die suspension with no review for 5 years (unless specified) plus a £250 fine 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Category ‘C’             0          0                        0               0  1 
Classed as Assault causing serious bodily harm                                            (by spectator on Club Linesman 
Punishment -Permanent suspension no review to be considered under a period of 10 year 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
            
Reduced to a lesser Charge           2          5                        6    2  0 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Not Proven             7          4                        5    3  1 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Pending    1Cat A 1 Cat B              0                      0                        0    0  2  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Assaults on Referees Points of Interest 
 
Last season I reported that there was no doubt the publicity that had been given in the  
Birmingham  Evening Mail and the policy of where a Club, its players and officials are seen to assist and 
support a referee who is being subjected to an assault, not to punish that club, by directing that the player will 
solely be responsible for the payment of any fine imposed. That all associated charges against the player would 
receive the full recommended punishment and run consecutive.  
In cases where assistance was not given, the Club would be charged and also made responsible for any fines 
imposed.   
All had been instrumental in the fact that 2007-2008 saw the lowest number of proven cases of Assault since 
records began in 1980.  
This continuing policy has resulted in 2008-2009 season seeing a further reduction in reported assaults 
especially in the more serious types of Assault cases of spitting and category B.  
I am pleased to report that in all the proven cases the referee provided evidence that assistance and support had 
been given. 
 
What is not pleasing to report is the fact that for the first time in six seasons since this County started its own 
‘Respect the Referee’ campaign, I have to report two alleged reports of assault on referees both aged 15years 
that haven taken place in youth football. 
 
Match officials are encouraged and supported by this County to report Assaults to the Police. 
 
Again for season 2009-2010 Zero tolerance will be applied to all cases of misconduct towards a Referee. 
Roger Clarke of the Birmingham Evening Mail Sports section who over the last six seasons has been 
instrumental in the running of the Respect Campaign retired.  
As a mark of appreciation for his work he was presented with an award from the B.C.F.A. 
The Birmingham Evening Mail were keen to continue the ‘Respect’ column and Rob Tanner  continues to 
liaise with me,  he will continue  to highlight specific cases of misconduct and the ‘Scroll of Dishonour’ where 
a player his club and the League are named.  I am grateful to the Editors of the newspaper in allowing the 
excellent coverage given. 
 
The details of suspended players will also continue to be displayed on the B.C.F.A. website. 
 
Relating to other misconduct towards a Referee by players and the zero tolerance adopted has seen a 
 de-crease in charges as follows; 
 
Improper Insulting Conduct and Behaviour towards a Referee (112 days suspension + £75fine) 
2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08        2008-2009 
      54        35        44         37         64                 34 
 
Insulting Offensive Language to a Referee (35 days suspension +£25 fine) 
2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07  2007-08       2008-2009 
     282      294       209      234        307               209 
 
The above does not include figures where abuse to the referee has been carried out by  
Club Officials or Spectators. These figures are given later in the report. 
 
During the course of this season 5 registered referees have been charged 
with standard misconduct offences whilst playing and not refereeing.. 
Last season there were 3recorded misconducts in respect of registered referees 
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ABANDONED GAMES – 71 REPORTED  
 
A number of these games involved misconduct by both teams and or an individual- this resulted in  
 
Abandoned Games-Cases Proven- (Previous 2 Seasons figures in brackets) 
 
 
 66 (68)(83) Games Abandoned.                        Adult Games        44 – 67 %    (35 -51.5%)(59-71%)  

                   Mini Soccer/Youth Games       22  -33 %     (33- 48.5%)(24-29%) 
 
78(92) Clubs/Official/Player Charged        Adults            53            (49)        (65)  

Mini Soccer/Youth Games           22             (29)        (27) 
                                        U/9 1: U/10 1: U/11 2: U/12 1: U/13 2: U/14 3: U/15 5 U/16 5 U17 1 U/18 1 
The majority of Child/Youth games were abandoned due to spectator/official misconduct.  
(It has to be taken into account that the age groups of 7 and 8 years in mini soccer have not played in  
Competitive League Football. There have been no reported abandoned games in this category.) 
 
Continuing with Misconduct Charges relating to Child/Youth Football.  
 
OFFICIAL MISCONDUCT  
 
 
             2005-2006  2006-2007      2007-2008  2008-2009 
 
 
Total charged:               248         283            245        313            
 
Adult Games                 166                    165            166                   201 
 
Youth Games                 69                   100   64                           88 
 
Mini Soccer Games  
7-10 yearold             15                     18     15                           24 
 
MISCONDUCT  
 BY  
SPECTATORS 
   2005-2006  2006-2007      2007-2008  2008-2009 
 
Total Clubs       
Charged.     116                   127   121       145 
 
Adult Games                 55                     43           56         51 
 
Youth Games                 50                                  68         50         83 
Child Games   
7-10yearold                    11                16     15                         11 
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Child /Youth  spectator misconduct is at its highest for six years accounting for 65% of misconduct charges in 
this category.  
 
Although there is no competitive league football in the U/7s and U/8s age group there has been no 
improvement in the U/7s to U/10s mini soccer with 11 cases reported.  
 
Last season I reported that the records also showed that the only improvement of discipline in Child/Youth 
football was that of the players; where there has been a continual reduction over the seasons, this season there 
were 323 players reported for misconduct.. 
 
Clubs are responsible for the conduct of their spectators, where a Club has several age groups;  
The Club  will be punished and not the individual team within that Club.  
 
Therefore it will be a Clubs’ disciplinary record and not the age group that will be taken into consideration 
when deciding the level of punishment for proven cases. 
 
If a Club does have a poor disciplinary record they can expect substantive fines and the imposing of suspended 
punishments which will be implemented on further misconduct.  
Misconduct by Club Officials which include managers, coaches, club linesman or any person assisting on the 
day there will be zero tolerance and that person will be charged and dealt with as an individual.  
 
It must be stated that the majority of misconduct involving Child/Youth teams can not be attributed to those 
Clubs that have obtained Chartered Standard status. Therefore awarding of Fair Play awards and 
encouragement for Clubs to become Chartered Standard will continue to promote good behaviour.  
 
 
                  All persons involved in Child/Youth Football should remember: 
 
                                                         
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
*No misconduct-No fines-more funds for Club to use on equipment, training and facilities* 

 
 
     Think about it!!!! 
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I have recorded a breakdown of the age groups in which Child/Youth misconduct has been committed, this is 
shown below:  
Records 2008-2009 Season)  (Figures shown in brackets are 2007-2008 totals)   

Age 
Group 

Clubs 
Charged 

Player Misconduct 

Clubs 
Charged 
Spectator 

Misconduct 

Managers 
Club Linesman 

or Other 
Official Charged 

Players 
Sent Off 

Games Abandoned 
25 reported 

 
Of which 
proven 

U/7s 
      

U/8s 
 0 (0) 2 (2) 2 (2) 0 (0) 1 (1) 

U/9s 
 0 (0) 2 (4) 5 (3) 0 (0) 1 (0) 

U/10s 
 1 (0) 1 (6) 1 (3) 1 (1) 1 (1) 

U/11s 
 0 (0) 6(2) 9 (8) 13 (13) 2 (3) 

U/12s 
 1 (0) 13(8) 13 (8) 5  (9) 1 (2) 

U/13s 
 1 (1) 10(3) 14 (9)   24 (9) 2 (0) 

U/14s 
 

1(1)    16 (11) 11(11) 42 (44) 3(2) 

U/15s 
 5 (4) 17 (7) 10 (9) 74 (69) 5 (3) 

U/16s 
 6 (3) 18 (8) 13 (7) 91 (72)  5 (13) 

U/17s 
 

0 (1)  2 (5) 2 (2) 17 (15) 1 (3) 

U/18s 
 4 (0) 5 (4) 9 (9)  61 (62) 1 (4) 

Age unknown 1(1) 2  (9) 23 (3) 5 (32) 0 (1) 
TOTALS  

 20 (14) 94 (66) 112 (77) 323(326) 22 (33) 



 7 

  OFFENCE TYPE 
Total Column refers to individual and multi charges 

Total OBSERVATIONS  Records  
(Figures are from the 01.06.08-31.05.2009) 
(Previous season in brackets)  

ASSAULT MATCH OFFICIAL REPORTED  
Adult Games (10) Youth Games(3) of which 1 by spectator 
Club Referees /Linesmen/Assaults(1 cat c) and 5 a sided 1  

  15 (19) 
(Proven) 

(cat A (9)(7) CatASpitting (1) (3)  (cat B (1) (4) 
(cat C (1) (0) Not proven (1) (3) 
Reduced to Imp.Beh.(0) (2)   Pending (2) (2) 

IMPROPER INSULTING CONDUCT 
BEHAVIOUR TO MATCH OFFICIAL   34 (64) CHARGE E3 112 DAYS AND £75 FINE 

Step5&6 Commission decides No.of matches 
ABANDONEDMATCHES (Proven cases) 
 details shown under the above heading   66 (78)   

     CLUB CHARGE -  
MISCONDUCT BY SPECTATORS- 
details shown under the above heading 

145 (127) 
Spectator Misconduct-Adult Games(51) 56)  
 
Youth Games (83)(50)Child GamesU/11s(11)(15) 

CLUB CHARGE-  
MISCONDUCT BY PLAYERS    (80)(37)  Players Misconduct - (59) (22) Adult Games 

(19) (15)Youth Games (1) (0)Child GamesU/10s 
CLUB-Playing under suspension or closed season   14 (8) CHARGE  also includes not affiliated (4) 
MISCONDUCT BY AN AFFILIATED  LEAGUE    (8) (23) CHARGE 
MISCONDUCT BY CLUB OFFICIAL - in a manner 

deemed improper(236) Game into Disrepute (9) 313 (245)  Official Misconduct Adult Games (201)(166)                                                  
YouthGames(88)(64)Child GamesU/11s(24)(15) 

MISCONDUCT BYINDIVIDUALPLAYER 
ImpB(28)(13)Abusive behav(10)(indecent behav /words (9) 
threatening behav(27) (19)words(22)(16)cltb+other)(10)(11) 

104 (131) 

Adult Games (90) Youth Games (10)                                                                                                                                            
Child GamesU/10s (4) 

VIOLENT CONDUCT   

ATTEMPT KICK , STRIKE  202  (174) 
21days       £15 or 3 matches £40 

KICKING/ STRIKING/FIGHTING                              363  (398) 35days       £25 or 3 matches £40 
VIOLENT CONDUCT GENERAL BEHAVIOUR      111   (150) 35days       £25 or 3 matches £40(new charge) 
SERIOUS FOUL PLAY  168  (168) 21days       £15 or 3 matches £40 
VIOLENT HEAD TO HEAD BUTTING   17    (14) 112days     £75 or 3 matches £40 
HEAD TO HEAD CONTACT   90    (67) 42days       £30 or 3 matches £40 
ATTEMPT HEADBUTT   17    (15) 21days       £15 or  3 matches £40 
SPITTING OR UNSEEMLY BEHAVIOUR   11    (13) 112days      £50 or 3 matches £40 
VIOLENT CONDUCT-considered serious   21    (23) CHARGE E3- 35-84days   £75 or Matches 
VIOLENT CONDUCT-ASSAULT PLAYER     0      (1) SUMMONS 
OFFENSIVE-LANGUAGE    
I.O.A. LANGUAGE/GESTURES 387  (350) 14days £15 or   2 matches and £30 
I.O.A. LANGUAGE/GESTURES at Match Officials 209  (307)  35 days £25 or 2 matches and £30 
I.O.A. LANGUAGE –mid range(36)(6)-serious(0)(2) 
racist(6) (3) 
I.O.A. LANGUAGE/BEHAVIOUR-less serious (68)(47) 

 42   (11) 
 68   (47) 

CHARGE E3–21-56days £50 or matches 
CHARGE E3-   7-28days £30.or  2 matches 

GENERAL MISCONDUCT   

REFUSING/FAILTO GIVE CORRECTNAME   61 (81) CHARGE E3 21 days £30 or 2 matches 

RECEIVING A SECOND CAUTION- SAME GAME 618( 560) 7days £15 or 1 match and £20 
STOPPING A G/SCORING OPPORTUNITY 209 (228) 7days £15 or 1 match and £20 
PLAYING UNDER SUSPENSION   61 (55) CHARGE  
CLUBS PLAYING PLAYERS U/SUSPENSION   56 (52) CHARGE 

 MISCONDUCT REPORTS RECEIVED 

  
3552 

(3429) 
 

(AdultM)(2551)(AdultF)(4)Leagues(8) 
Child/Youth(323)(Officials(313)(Clubs(351) 

RESULTING IN TOTAL PROCESSING  
(includes multi charges)- misconductcharges. (1110)    
                                      standard punishment/ (2887) 

 3997 
(4077) 

 
CAUTIONS PROCESSED (18,580) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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DISCIPLINARY POINTS-CLUBS CHARGED. 
 

                       2006-2007      2007-2008  2008-2009 
 

LEVEL ONE REACHED                                   (132)           (143)        125 
 
LEVELS ONE AND TWO REACHED-                  (32)            (36)          30 
 
LEVEL ONE TWO AND THREE REACHED                    (8)             (6)          13 
 
PLAYER-CONTINUING MISCONDUCT 
 
2 /3/4 SENDINGS OFF IN A SEASON 
 
2 - (109) (145)  
3 - (14) (3)  
4 - (1)                
 
CAUTIONS PLAYERS RECEIVING (1)  8055   (2) 2228  (3) 824 (4)  500   (5)   107     
                                                                  (6)    63    (7)    33   (8)   22 (9)      9   (10+) 17 
 
STEP 5/6 CLUBS RECEIVING 6 INDIVIDUAL CAUTIONS/MISCONDUCT IN A GAME. 
 
Multiplayer Misconduct  
 
Totals (6) (7) (£150)   (0) (1) (£300) (0) (0) £450  
 
OTHER MISCONDUCT.  
 
PLAYING UNDER SUSPENSION 
 
Now that the National Computer System has become established with players receiving a  
national personal data number, there has been a record total of (61) (55) players identified and charged with 
playing under suspension.  
 
Charges are also raised against the Clubs for playing a person under suspension. (56) (52)  
 
LEAGUES ALLOWING CLUBS TO PLAY WHILST UNDER  UNDER A COUNTY SUSPENSION  
 
This is considered a serious matter and occurs mainly towards the end of the season when it appears that 
suspensions issued are being ignored in order for fixtures to be completed. 
 
Last season there were 23 Leagues charged and I advised in my report that any League knowingly allowing a 
Club to play whilst under suspension or not affiliated would continue to be charged.   
 
I am pleased to report that for the season 2008-2009 there has been a drastic drop in this type of offence 
resulting in (4) charges being made against various Leagues for this offence. 
.   
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DISCIPLINARY COMMISSIONS - 1st July 2008-30th June2009 
 
Disciplinary Commissions dealt with the following: 

  
 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 2009-2009 

Disciplinary Commissions 68 35 35 43 50 
Summoned to Attend 40 30 31 21 5 
Personal Hearings 162 83 71 148 162 

Personal Hearings and 
Summoned Cases 
Proven or Part Proven 

141 59 67 109  

 
102 

(4 cases 
pending) 

Daytime Commissions for 
Paper cases 

0 12 16 15  
14 

Paper Cases dealt with. 913 800 791 1008 1145 

Rebuttal Hearings 
introduced 

in 
2005-06 

223 265 

Option 
withdrawn 

by The 
F.A. 

Option 
withdrawn 

by The 
F.A. 

Rebuttal Hearings 
Proven or Part Proven 

0 153 196 0  
0 

Appeals to review sine die 
suspensions 
Sine Die Suspension 

 
2 3 2 

 
2 

 
 
APPEALS TO THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. 
 
Five seasons ago The Football Association were concerned on the vast amount of Appeals they were receiving 
against decisions being made by County Football Association Disciplinary Commissions.  
Following discussions with County Association Disciplinary Secretaries and the Chairmen of Disciplinary 
Committees, a National training programme was introduced for persons sitting on Commissions. Those 
completing the initial training received accreditation and have continued to attend further training programmes 
and workshops. 
At the same time it was agreed that in this County, Disciplinary Commissions would consist only of members 
of the Disciplinary Committee, they would work within their own teams and Chairman. Any new members 
before sitting on Commissions will be required to complete the training programme.  
 
I am pleased to report that this is now the third consecutive season that there have been no appeals made to  
The Football Association against any decisions reached by Birmingham County Disciplinary Commissions and 
credit must be given to the Disciplinary Committee Members responsible.  
 
 
 
 
M.J.FELLOWS 
(Discipline Manager B.C.F.A.) 
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